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TEACHING TECHNIQUES THAT ARE APPLIED IN SIDE BRANCHES 

For the 6 th week’s task, we were asked to observe teachers from other disciplines, side 
branches. To monitor their teaching techniques, compare them to the teaching techniques that are 
being used in teaching English and try to define them from the eyes of an English teacher as 
much as possible. 

Not just as an English teacher but all teachers, we have to make our teaching effective and 
efficient with the use of principles. These teaching principles involve knowing your students in 
order to design your lessons and learning objectives accordingly. The topics that are going to be 
covered should not be too broad and many. Furthermore, teachers have to guide the students and 
act in different roles, for instance as facilitator, moderator etc. Basically, everything starts with 
the understanding of the students and their needs (“Teaching Principles”, n.d.). 

Keeping these principles in mind, my friend and I tried to attend different classrooms. We 
attented two different Turkish classrooms since there was no other language classroom other than 
English and Turkish. First two hours of the school experience, we attended classroom 2/D and 
classroom 4/G which had Turkish as lesson, then for the rest of the two hours of school 
experience, we attended 3/E under the supervision of our mentor teacher Meltem Iyisan. 

In classroom 2/D, the lesson was not different than any other classroom. Interaction was 
only one way, it was not learning-centered. As it could be observed, teacher was trying to be 
more learning-centered. Learning-centered approach is beneficial and useful not just for college 
students, but university and primary school students too where learners are encouraged to 
maximize their skills through student engagement to active learning and critical thinking 
(McGlynn, 2001). 
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Furthermore, in the syllabus that was given to us about the course ELT310 school 
experience, while in observation, teacher candidates should be able to check if teaching process is 
related to previous teachings. As it was observed, she was touching upon previous knowledge 
and refering to past experiences that they had together. She was blending previous knowledge 
with the old one and using the old knowledge to build the new information above that. 

In one part of the lesson, the teacher let the students read a text one by one, there was not 
enough time for all kids to teach but five kids read some piece from the text about the topic and 
the others wrote down. This is the dictation activity that is used in classrooms. Dictation has been 
used in language classrooms for long time and the benefits of it has been in controversy, 
however, it was found out that dictation helps to improve language skills such as grammar, oral 
communication, pronunciation and listening comprehension. Moreover, dictation of authentic 
texts are more beneficial to eradicate problems about writing skills and raise awareness of 
problematic language areas (Kavaliauskiene, & Darginaviciene, 2009). 

Also, teacher asked students to create new sentences from related words such as 
“domestic goods” or “Turkey and domestic goods”. These kind of exercises are good to teach 
students the topic which can be related to their prior knowledge and also this activity can improve 
students reading comprehension. Creating their own sentences also enhance students cognitive 
ability to guess how words may be used in the certain contexts ( Klingner, & Vaughn, 1998). 
However, when students were uttering the sentences they had just jot down, she was mirroring 
them. Mirroring students’ sentences was one problematic issue which was observed. As Prof. Dr. 
Aysegul Amanda Yesilbursa suggested in the SAUREDELT 2018 conference that, instead of 
mirroring the exacsst same words that students utter, it would be better to mirror them like: 

Student: I went to the shopping mall yesterday 

Teacher: Oww did you? I went to shopping mall yesterday too, it is great. 

Mirroring as it is presented above as Mrs Amanda exemplified, can be a good way to reinforce 
students’ sentence, and in the mean time you can even give feedback, correct your students 
mistake. If you just mirror it as the student uttered the words, it gives students the insecurity in a 
sense that they cannot make themselves heared or, their word is useless if the teacher does not 
mirror it. 
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In classroom 4/G, teacher mostly followed the Classical Method. Serdar teacher was 
teaching the grammar explicitly. He called students in front of classroom one by one and asked 
them to find the tenses of the sentences that was in the test. Also, when the students gave the 
wrong answer, he immediatly corrected the students and explained the grammar rules on the 
black board in formulas. In this way, his teaching technique resembled the Classical Method. 
Classical Method which is also known as Grammar Translation Method has been used for many 
years in Turkey. English language teaching dates back to the second half of the 19 th century, 
which is a pinpoint of westernization in Turkish education system. During the period between 
1923 to 1997 education reform started and brought new changes to the education system. 
Changes that are made in education system lead to change in methods, too. Since Grammar 
Translation Method was used for Arabic translation, leaving the Arabic alphabet lead to direct 
method (Kirkgoz, 2005 as it is cited in Saricoban, 2012). However, observing the teachers since 
the beginning of this semester showed that the revolution in Turkey’s educational system could 
not change the behavior of teachers towards the teaching techniques. The topic was Turkish 
grammar, he explicitly wrote sentences on the board when students could not guess the meaning, 
and separated them to its stem and prefixes trying to explain the time in the sentences. He was not 
even trying to help students to guess the meaning from demonstrating it or trying to relate the 
sentence to students’ background knowledge. Thinking of it is their mother tongue which 
students do not need to effort too much to understand the meaning of words, there could be any 
other creative methods to help students. For example, asking them what they have done yesterday 
and write it on the board and also asking them to write the sentences on the test paper near it, and 
comparing them to eachother, would be much beneficial and permanent. 

All in all, teaching language does not differ too much since all learning languages follow 
similar patterns. Modern and efficient techniques should be brought to the classrooms and 
learning should be put in to the center. It should not be forgotten that language can not be taught 
only through a single method or a technique (Nunan, 1999 as cited in Pacek, 2003). 
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